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Dear Dr. McCusick: 

Thank you f o r  your  l e t t e r  of March 1 7 t h  s t a t i n g  your wish that I p resen t  
d a t a  on two t o p i c s :  
Disease i n  Babies  of Low B i r t h  Weight. I a l s o  rece ived  t h e  t e n t a t i v e  
program of t h e  Four th  Conference on t h e  C l i n i c a l  De l inea t ion  of B i r t h  
Defec ts ,  June 7 t o  11, 1971. 
l e t t e r  I t r i e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  I w a s  n o t  happy w i t h  t h e  d a t a  I had re- 
l a t i v e  t o  h e a r t  d i s e a s e  i n  mongolism. I have s i n c e  reviewed t h e s e  d a t a  
more c a r e f u l l y  and am even more c e r t a i n  t h a t  I should not  present  them. 
The d a t a  are fragmentary and I do n o t  believe t h a t  I have anything t o  
add t o  t h e  informat ion  a l r eady  available. 
or pub l i sh  on t h i s  t o p i c .  

Heart  Disease i n  Mongolism and Inc idence  of Heart  

The program looks  very good. I n  a previous  

I would p r e f e r  no t  t o  present  

I do be l i eve  t h e  o t h e r  t o p i c ,  Congeni ta l  Cardiac Defec ts  i n  Low-Birth- 
Weight, Full-term Babies, i . e .  babies w i t h  i n t r a u t e r i n e  growth r e t a r d a -  
t i o n ,  I.G.R., w i l l  be appropr i a t e  and o f  i n t e r e s t .  P r a c t i c a l l y  nothing 
has  been r e p o r t e d  on this t o p i c .  
groups inc lude  a t o t a l  of 451 c h i l d r e n  w i t h  congeni ta l  h e a r t  d i sease .  
Sixty-two of t h e s e  (14%) had I .G.R.  
found i n  t h e s e  I.G.R. babies. The inc idence  of one d e f e c t ,  a o r t i c  s t e n o s i s ,  
w a s ,  however, unusua l ly  high,  13%. 
dence of a o r t i c  s t e n o s i s  found i n  t h o s e  without  I.G.R. 
a poss ib l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between I .G.R.  and a o r t i c  s t e n o s i s .  

My prospec t ive  and r e t r o s p e c t i v e  s tudy  

A v a r i e t y  of  ca rd iac  d e f e c t s  were 

This  i s  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  5.5% i n c i -  
The d a t a  sugges ts  

P l ease  l e t  me know i f  t h i s  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  w i t h  you that I pub l i sh  o r  pre- 
s en t  and pub l i sh  only  the  congen i t a l  h e a r t  d i sease  - i n t r a u t e r i n e  growth 
r e t a r d a t i o n  t o p i c  - and no t  t h a t  of mongolism and h e a r t  d i sease .  If you 
p r e f e r  t h a t  I not  a t t e n d  as a p a r t i c i p a n t  under t h e s e  circumstances,  I 
s h a l l  c e r t a i n l y  understand.  

Wi th  b e s t  regards ,  

P e d i i t r i c  Ca rd io log i s t  

JLRy s 


